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PREFACE. 



XT has been much the custom of late to poblifih traveb 
through remote parts of the world;, and the ippre unknown; 
atid uofrequented the country described, the more eagerness 
has been manifested by the public to read and be informed : 
It is not therefore deemed necessary to apologise for offering, 
the following pages to the English pubHc, since, strange though 
it be, few countries are so completely unknown to all Europeans^, 
as those parts of the land of Judea which hwe been viaited by 
Mc* Seetsen. 

Wlulst a new world beypad tbe Atlantic has been fvequentlj 
described and delineated in atrthentic maps; whilst the onpco^- 
dootivo rogion e ef Sib e rio, a nd the dese rts of Afiaea, have been- 
penetrated by modem hardthbbd atrd curiosity ; the land which 
might be called the oktett portifn of the gh>be»' or eeaeerniog 
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IV. . 

which at least the oldest authentic history exists; where the 
s«eds of Christianity were first sown, and where the author of 
cmfTtti^<M:ltved,"lapd taagfat; i& comparati«!y ii€gl€45fed and 
unknown. 

A small part of Palestine lias indeed been frequently visited 
by Europeans who have been led thither by motives of curiosity 
or devotion; but their view has_ been confined to the beaten- 
track from Yaffa, or Akka to Jerusalem and Bethlehem : even 
this part has not been described with the minuteness and pre- 
cision^ tliat niight be desired, and all the rest 'of the* country 
Mfe^ bceh left in complete obscurity. ' 

• IV) remove as muclr a^pdssible; this obscurity, is the princi- 
fkaV<)bject t)f the SotfeiyVbf London, called " The Palestine 
As^ociatioh/' ' It is their iiatentibn to publish from 'time to 
tinie^siichMnfortoHtioA as Ihey can procure respecting the pre-^ 
seht stk^bf the Holy Laud. ^ it^ey have sent a respectable and 
confidential Foreigner to Jerusalem, with whom they are in cor- 
respondence; and they take this opportunity of requesting the 
c6-b^eratibn of iatt'tliostf^hto may feel an iritefrestin xemov^iig 
the present ignorance respecting Palestine;* ariighorance whichj 

• ,We use the word.Palestiae not iu^itf coafiaed ^lue of a provipoe, or pa^rtof, 
Jiidea, i>ut iii its most eiaeDded sense, as comprehending all the countries on either^ 
side of the hverlor4a«|in^abitedb/ the Tribes t>f Israel. ..." ; '. • ^ 
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iDdependeiit of all religious consideration, is discreditable to an 
age of learning and inquiry. 

They request that all persons, whether Members of the Sd- 
ciety or not, will communicate to tliem, through their Secretary ,-f- 
whatever information they.mayposstes concerning the present 
state of these regions. If any Mariiier or Merchant has had op- 
portunutiesofascertaihing correctly the latitude and longittkle of 
towns or villages within that* district, either on the coast or in the 
interior, their communications will be thankfully received; since 
the maps which we possess are known to be extremely defective^ 
but our acknowledged ignorance prevents at present all attempts 
at correction. 

The following Journal, which is now presented to the Reader 
in an English dress,was written J[>yM.Seetzen,Conceiller d'Embas- 
sade de S. M. TEmpereur de Russie. His letters wei*e addressed 
to M. de Zach, Grand Marechal de la Cour de Saxe Gotha, &c. ; 
and parts of them appeared at different times in the Moniteur.— - 
Some Members of the National Institute at Paris sent over these 
Papers to Sir Joseph Banks, by whom they were obligingly for- 
warded to the Palestine Association. 



f Wm. Hamilton, esq. St. Martin's Library, Caatle-street, London*. 
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Thi$ Jourual of M^ Seetzen» toa, brief to 6Xtip|;ii]«b Onr ^nirio* 
sityy comprehends some of the mo^ iateresting objects within 
the plan of the Association. That gentleman has judiciously 
. directed hi^ :prtQcipal efforts ^to the iUifisltratioii of the remote re* 
gioofii beyond the Jordan, axid his succms bftpr b^ea 90 tl^ vbol^B 
gre£^t9r th0Q might h^ve beeur expected^ T)m gffner«l teoor 
rooreorer of the Narrativet aad the dtfittte]:^wted maoQeria which 
it ])sa» hpm> giy f$i^ tP^ Uie . wp^ld, hs^vis cQrtaiit)y no (endeoey to ioh 
pe^ch the. <:fediWl^J^y oC tfee Writer. 
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JSstract of a Txtter from Mr. Seetzen^ to Mr. Zach^ Grand Mar^ 
shall of the Court of Saxe Gotha^ and Editor of the Geographical 
and Astronomical Cofre^pondence. 

St. John d'Acre, I6ih June, 1806. 

Six months have passed since, by my letter from Damascus, I 
transmitted to you some information regarding the continuation 
of my journey, accompanied with observations on the country of 
Hauran, the Auranitis of the ancients, of Jaulan, Gaulonitis, 
and on the celebrated double chain of mountains called Libanus 
and Antilibamis. I subjoined to the same letter my astronomi- 
cal observations made at Damascus, and the sequel to the list of 
the Oriental works on geography and astronomy to be found in 
the library of Gotha. I hope that the whole will have reached 
you by the care of Mr. Hammer, at Constantinople, 

I have since made a fatiguing and dangerous journey, accom* 
panied with many singular adventures, of which I propose now 
to give you son^e details* 

I knew from the most Ancient historical works of the Hebrews, 
that from the most remote antiquity there existed many flourish- 
ing cities in the country to the east of Hermon, the Jordan, and 
the Dead Sea. Those cities and their territories were, perhaps 
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improperly, termed kingdoms ; yet they were justly celebrated 
for the excellent cultivation of their soil, and far a great number 
pf towns and fortified places. 

The Romans, who successively extended their conquests in 
these regions, found there a very populous country, known under 
the names of Moabitis, Ammonitis, Amoritis,Galaaditis, Batanea^ 
Auranitis, &c. The places in the southern part of that country 
were then distinguished by the general name of Peraea, and 
among them was reckoned the celebrated Decapolis, or ten allied 
cities <•> The Romans left there, as in all the countries they con- 
quered, superb -remains of their architecture, the stamp of their 
genius and of their desire to be immortalized ; and it has not 
been possible for a series of fifteen centuries to efface entirely these 
vestiges of their greatness. 

In the time of the Roman empire of the west, and under the 
Christian Emperors of Constantinople, this country appears still 
to have subsisted in all its vigour, if we may judge from the 
great number of Bishoprics, Archbishoprics, Convents- and 
Churches which it contained, and of which the names are men- 
tioned in the history of Byzantium (acta Byzantina) ; but on the 
decline of the Greek empire, the people which inhabited it'seems 
to have been dispersed, or destroyed when the Califs extended 
their conquests over that region. 

I have in' vain consulted the geographical books of the Arabs, 
to discover some light on the modern state of this country.— 
Even Buschiiig, in his Geography of Syria and Palestine, gives 
only vague notices. We must therefore conclude that modern 
travellers have not judcjed these districts sufficiently worthy of 
their attention, to piosecute their researches there. 
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' The 3esire of supplying this defect induced me to undertake 
this journey rnotwithstanding the opposition of my friends at Da- 
mascus, who represented to me the execution of it as at once 
dangerous and impracticable. 

.1 was told 9 among other things, that I should find deserts impos- 
sible to traverse, for want of cotnmunication with the inhabitants 
of the frontiers ; that the Arabs would not suffer me to continue 
my route, and that even my life would be in danger among these 
gavage hordes, '&c. &c. But no one had visited the country in 
person, and. most of the information given me was founded only 
on report, perhaps false, or at least exaggerated. Besides, I had 
t<x) good an opinion of the nomade Arabs to permit myself to be 
deterred by such reports ; and I thought it would be rendering 
service to science, if I became competent to give the public cer- 
tain intelligence of the present state of Decapolis^ its antiquities, 
.plants, minerals, &c* 

But before I commenced this journey, I resolved to visit an- 
other little district, to the north east of Hauran, and which, ac- 
cording to public report, should contain some remarkable anti- 
quities. This district is called al-Lahja, and is of bad repute at 
Damascus, on account of the Bedouin Arabs who occupy it.— 
I had already three times engaged guides to accompany me ; but 
each time, at the moment of departure, their fears made them^ 
turn Uidr 'backs* 

• I at length fcnmd an Ahnenian, formerly in the. service of Jez« 
iar, ^asha of«Acre,.wiiere he had opportunity to become familiar 
with danger./! Being well armed, we left Damascus on horseback, 
the l!2tk of Beceinber, 1805, on the route to Lahja. . . ^ 
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We lost the road oibthe first day, and passed the night in a 
Mohammedan village, where we were received asaoldiers of the' 
Pasha. Under this title my conductor assumed a tone c^ au« 
thority, which imposed on the inhabitants, who are very muchia 
fear of the military. The following day we pursued the great 
road to Hauran, and on the third day, as we arrived at the first 
viUage of^Haurau, we made a detour^ winch brought ua into the 
road to Lahja« 

I had provided myself with a passport from Abd-allah, Pasha 
of Damascus^ by means of which my conductor, Ibrahim,, obliged 
the Shech of each village to fnmish an* armed horseman^ who ac^ 
eompaxiied as to the next. We lived on the road, according to 
the custom of tlie country, at the charge of the inhabitants; 
which, however, did not prevent Ibralum firom displaying hi^ 
anger, as' ofiten as he thought the psesents offered him less tbaa 
he was entitled to. I saw that I had engaged a dming fellow, 
whose conduct might have endangered my safety, if he had not 
been taken for a soldier and a Mohammedan. 

The part of Lahja which I have seen, like Hiaunn, presents 
nothing but basalt^often very porufi» and forming in many plaoea 
stoney deserts. The villages, for the most pai t ruinous, are si-» 
taated on the sides of the rocks. Their blaek basaltic cdour^ 
the houses, churches and towers crumbling to decay, joined wkb 
the total absence of trees and verdure, give them a sombroas and 
melancholy aspect, inspiring the soul with a kind of terror.-— 
Almost every village exhibits, either^ Greek inscriptions or co- 
lumns, or some other remains of antiqoity. I have copied 
among others, an inscription ef the £mperar Marciss Auielnnr 
Antoninus. The entranceahese^ ae wdl as in Hanrfio^ ai&dbsed 
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with doon of basaltes. Christians of the Greek ritual are still 
ibanii m I<iabja, as in every part, of the east. 

On the l6th December, 1805, we set out for Gerata, a large 
village, almost destroyed, where remains are still found of the 
Roman 8era^ and of that of the Greek Emperors of Constanti- 
oople. .The road which leads thither traverses a rocky soil, 
iM*id, and quite uncultivated ; in the middle of which there is a 
round and deep cavity, much resembUng the crater of a volcano, 
being surrpund^ with black and porous basalt. It was in this 
cp.yirty, which containa some springs, that we perceived a num- 
ber of horsemen. We topk them for Arabs, and the peasant who 
was our guide, being of the same opinion, advised us to be on 
our guards 

.. On our arrival at Gerata, we found an Arab Shech, with a 
»m^U tropp which had taken up its abode there for some time. 
On the presentation of our passport (Boiurdi), he received us very 
hospitably, and caused a simple and rustic repast to be prepared 
for us, though it was then the month Ramadhan, at which time 
the Mohammedans take no food till after sun-set. 

I. had scarcely recovered from the fatigue of .travelling, when I 
observed a troop of ten horsemen coming up to us, who were in 
the. service of the Vice-Governor of Hauran,<^) Jaulan, Labja, 
^Q. They were armed with sabres, pistols, spears, and battle-axes. 
They announc^^ to loe in a civi] ipanner, that they came to take 
me into custody by order of Omar Aga, their master ; who hav- 
ing learned that I had alroady visited that part of the country in 
the preceding 5priag, and supposing that my passports might be 
false, and that I was no other than, a spy, had given them orders 
to stop me, and conduct me to his presence. 

^ Digitized by Google 



■ I y iekled td^necessitj^ withoot afty apjprehetiMOD, tiiottgh a little 
Texed at the disappointm^Dt; •pet'Mr^dedthaAthepBMpottofthe 
Pasha, his superior, would be sufficient to secure me from every 
kind of violence. 

' We set out surrounded by ^ve horseiiien, and advanced a day 
and' an half into Haur^n, where we found Ondar Aga^ in the riW 
lage of Tostas, near Mes^rib, sitaated on the mate Of the Mekki^' 
caravan. He received us at first in a matiner somewhat rude; 
but as soon as he had read my passport, his conduct was changed. 
I immediately became liis guest, and he conducted me himself 
to see a Greek inscri'ptioaia the village. 

The following day! was desirous of quitting Tosta», to retara 
to Lahja; but Ibrahim refused to accompany me, in conse- 
i^uence of a conversation which he had had the preceding even- 
ing with Omar Aga; whose ratentions appeared to hitaa liable to 
suspicion. This adventure having caused me to tose the time 
which I had set apart for tHe jckirney to Lahja, I yielded, and 
began to give tfp my design. ' '" 

Omar Aga had promised that I should be accompanied by the 
Shech of the village ; but this Shech did not shew himself, aind 
we had scarcely lost sight of the village, when two men on howe- 
back passed by us rapidly. This excited distmst ; and our sns^ 
picions were confirmed, when towards noon we; saw before us, 
in a very solitary place, eight Arab hors^aeii armed, one o£ whom 
came galloping towards us, and brandishing his spear. Ibrahim 
had just dismounted in order to adjust his saddle. He declared 
that when he saw the Arab sb near, he had called out to me to 
be on my guard, and tiiat he had pointed his gnn at him, order- 
ing him to stop. • < 
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. I had been too ftir off to hear him, and was engaged in observ- 
ing the other seven Arabs, whom 1 had not yet noticed- The 
first stopped short, and fixing his spear in the earth, inquired 
whence wc came, and where we proposed to go. The moment 
Ibrahim had informed him that we came from Omar Aga, and 
were going to Damascus, they pursued tJiPir route without mo-» 
letting us. It was probably the intention of Omar Aga that we 
should be plundered ; -and the firfnness of my guide had perhaps 
restrained the robbersr- At length on the 20tli December we re- 
turned to Damascus. 

• It was indeed my intention to •commence my journey along 
t^e eastern side of the Jordan, and round the Dead Sea to Jeru- 
tolem, immedialely after my return. But I was detained by the 
difficulty of finding a proper guide. ^ Several preseMfed fhem^ 
selves, whbse>s!eTv4e^s^ however* ^ I had sufficient reasbttfe for de- 
clining. My host, the estimable Mr. Chabocea^, a French phy-< 
sician, had before provided an attendant for my excursion to 
dLahja; whom, on ex-amintftioQ^ I fomikdivbry well suited to my 
purpose. But at the moment of departure, he^hfesitated,;aiid 
tetMcted his engagement. The advantageous; offer! which* I made 
Mm avercame bis Fepugnancj^ aad-^ tesolTOd to accbrnp^ny 
me. As I^'baH often have to speak' of ^him in )the sequel^ itiis 
prc^pertbat I should fim^gy«^tiL«k«)i^'i^ 

Yiissdf !al Mulki w^as boita abotit ^ty years^ agb at Dacndscus, 
^ei« he i^still^estftblish^d in<the<<2)hAs4iiatt Jfe is of 

the Greek nWkh Itebts^fyfteehtkye^tr he tMvdlled with a mer- 
chant of Damascus among the Arabs of the tribe of Anaze ; and 
Jibsi^fibi&^cMfidd'ob^ti^dec^ mauy oflier 

4tii)ies^4(»f Atel)S,among'^hotil4)^ m^Mmeriiasdedinear thirty 

years/ A&d asl d^bg ^hattimJe^he b^ ^bad ooeasiuii to visit 
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most parts of the country where I proposed to travel, he was in a 
situation to render me the most essential services. 

We left Damascus the Ipth January, 1806. The whole of my 
ba^age consisted only of a few clothes; sonie books that were 
indispensible ; a small provision of medicines, to give credit to 
my supposed character of physician ; a parcel of paper without 
gum, to preserve plants ; some provisions, &c. I wore the ha-t 
bit of an Arab Shech of the second rank, and armed myself with 
a gun, and a brace of pistols. 

The two districts which I first visited were those of Rash6ia 
and Hasbeia, they being the least known of all Syria. They ai^ 
situated at the foot of mount Hermon, the symmit of which, at 
that time covered with $Qow, rises above all the other mountains 
in the neighbourhood* It is now called Gebcl^ee-Shech (the 
Shbch's mountain). 

' This season: did imt.pfermit me- to ascend its summit, to exa- 
mine the liatdre of the rock' »wfaich: composes it, : I have .however 
reason to think that it consists of calcareous stone, likje the snowy 
tops; of Libabus and Anti^Llbanj^Si which we were obliged. !to 
'Cross in going to Rashaiad; Prom; the mosti elevated point3 of 
that ridge,, we jsaw. the MeditemuaeAn ; and .after desc^&din^ on 
the other side of the mountain, we reached Asha, a village inha» 
.bited b3rtlie:l>!cusea and Greek- Cbri&tiaiia. ; i fpuad ther/ethe 
ruins of a RonoAs^itemple, coaAisting of a 4i»gl€f eolunan of th^ 
•peristyle of the laoic order, and tl^e best executipn. ; 

! Id tte evet^ing of. thc^ sacopd day's travelling ^^ arrivied M 

Rasheiat a viUsigesitijuat^d op t;h«^Bt^p declivity .ol amouotaio. 

it. is thQ residence qf ait EinSrj wh9^ autjiority extcspdv over 
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tirenty other villages, and whom I visited the following day.— 
ContiDual rain detained us there during two days. 

The 23d January we continued our route to Ha^b^iaroistant 
five leagues to the south of Raa/h6ia. The whole territory of 
these two districts is verj mountainous, ai^d there are but few 
traces of cultivation. 

On my arrival at Hasb^ia, I alighted at the house of the 
learned Gre^k Bishop of Sur or Seide, for whom I had a letter 
of recopimendation. This village is somewhat larger than Ra« 
sh6ia, but like it situated on the steep descent of a mountain. I 
had a letter for the Emir who commands there, and who inhabits 
a castle of handsome structure. I paid him a visit the day after 
my arrival. 

The mountains of the neighbourhood are for the most part cal« 
careous, and in the bottoms of the hills are seen strata of trap. 
The object the most remarkable in the mineralogy, is a piipe of 
asphaltes, at the distance of a league we^t south west of Hasb^ia. 
It is on the side of a calcareous mountain, and has been Mrrought 
near two centuries. The asphaltes extracted from it is called 
al-hommar, and it is used here to secure the vines from, insects.-* 
The greater part of it is transported to Europe. 

Two days after our arrival, we left Hash£ia, on our way to Ba^ 
niass, or Panaass, the ancient Cesar^a Philippl. This city, for- 
merly so flourishing, jls now destroyed, and on its ruins has arisen 
a little hamlet of about twenty miserable huts, inhabited b^ Mo- 
hammedans. The circuit of the walls of the ancient city is easily 
distinguishable; but no traces remain of the magnificent temple 
erected by Herod the Great in honour of Augustus. 
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The copious source of th« merof Baniass rises near a remark- 
able grotto in the rock, on the declivity ofwhicii I copied some 
ancient Greek ioscriptioos, dedicated to Pan and the Nymphs of 
the FouBtain. 

The environs of Baniass are very pleasing, especially for a 
lover of the chace, as there are panthers, bears, a prodigious 
quantity of wild boars, foxes, jackalls, antelopes, roebucks, wolves, 
hyaenas, hares, &c. 

• The little lake of Phiala is two leagues distant to the east of 
Baniass, and rtow bears the name of Birket«el-Ram. 

The castle of Baniass, situated on the summit of a lofty moun<* 
tain, was built in the time of the Chalifi. 

The ancients gave the name of source of the Jordan^ to the 
spring from which the Baniass rises ; and its beauty might entitle 
it to that name. But in fact it appears that the preference is due 
to the spring of the river Hasberia, which rises half a league to the 
west of Hasbeia, and which forms the largest branch of the Jor- 
dan. The spring of Tel-cl-Kadi, which the natives take for the 
source of the Jordan, is that which least merits the name.^*^) 

We left Baniass the 29ih January, and passed several small 
branches of the Jordan, in order to reach its western bank; some 
particular circumstances, which i shall afterwards relate, having 
prevented me from examining its western bank as far as the 
bridge called Jusr-behat-Yakub.* 



^Jacaob'B Bridge. 

Digitized by LnOOQlC 



17 

The surroqndibg.moimUins in this place form a valley, ratlier 
extensive, but little callivated, called el«*Hbule, in the midst of 
which is situated a marshy lake, bearing the name of Baheiret-el« 
Hhul6. It is the lake M^ron, or Samachouitis of the. ancients. 
Its shores are frequented by a great number of wild boars, and 
the huntsmen had just been setting fire to the rushes and reeds 
which surround it, due flame of which: was Visible.at night. 

■ . * • * * 

We passed that night and the ensuing day under the tents of 
a village which consists of nomade Mohammedans, who range* 
t}ke country like the Bedouin Arabs, though they at the ^me 
time engage in agriculture. 

I sent back from thence my muleteers, who absolutely refused 
to accompany me to Jusr-behat-Yakub, from, the fear of being 
deprived of their mules. But what more surprized me was the 
conduct of my guide Yussuf, who declared that he could not pos- 
sibly follow me to the eastern bank of the Jordan, and the lake of 
Tiberias ;f that he had a wife and children to whcmi his care and 
assistance were due^ and that if I persisted in my design, he was 
determined to leaveme and return to Damascus. 

Not cl¥>osing therefore either to renounce my plan, or to lose 
my guide, no alternative remained to me but to send him to wait 
for me at Tiberias, by the high road ; while I advanced alone 
towards Jasr-bebat-Yakub, in order to find an opportunity of 
passing to the eastern aide of the Jordan. 

I consigned my money, watch^pi^tols, &c. to Yusstif ; keeping 
only a bundle of paper to preserve plants, and my gun. In this 

t Baheket Tabari^i 
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manner I commenced my pedestrian journey, the Slst January, 
accompanied by an Arab guide, whom the Sh^ch of the nomade 
village Jiad recommended to me. The road followed always the 
western bank of the lake Baheiret-el-Hhul^, and the foot of lofty 
calcareous mountains. 

At some distance from the bridge we met a troop of Arabs, 
who, if my guide had not been present, would probably have 
plundered me. The bridge over the Jordan is built of fragments 
of basalt, and well preserved. The river is in that place about 
thirty-five paces in width. On the eastern side is seen a khdn, 
which was almost entirely demolished. at the time the French in- 
vaded Syria. I found there, however, a little garrison, with a 
Collector of the Tolls Exacted on crossing the river. It was there 
I passed the night. 

I had but little hope of finding at this place any person who 
might serve me as a guide, since every one was tearful of the 
Arabs, and no one would risk his mule or his horse. Good luck, 
hon^ever, brought an Arab on the following day to the spot where 
I was, who understanding that I was a medical man, requested 
me to come with hira to see his Shech, who was attacked by tbe 
ophthalmia, and who lived on the eastern bank of the lake of 
Tiberias. 

I readily availed myself of the opportunity which was thus 
presented, resolved to attempt any thing rather than to abandon 
my undertaking. I gave myself up therefore to the guidance of 
this stranger. The country that we passed through was wild, 
mountainous, and entirely composed of basalt It was the wes* 
tfirn border of the district of Jaulan. After walking about two 
hours we arrived at a little nomade village, where lived my guide. 
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Hosseiri, and where we passed the night. The next day he got 
me a horse for the little money which I had remaioing, and we 
continued our journey. From the high ground that we travelled 
over, I had a very fine view of the lake of Tiberias. We after- 
wards passeil through the little village of Tallanihie, probably the 
ancient Julian, and situated on the edge of a small fertile plain 
which extends as far as the lake, and seems to ow6 its origin to 
the Jordan. In the village itself I saw a great number of Aloes, 
which grow there in the open air, a circumstance which I had 
not remarked before. 

From hence we followed an eastern eour»e which led us. to the 
southern bank of a river called -Wady Samm&k, which is tole* 
rably deep at this season, but in summer time coitipletely dry. J 
saw here some tents, in one of which we found the sick Shech. 

r r 

I was welcomed in the Arab manner, andbegan immediately to 
examine the eyes of the Shech, but I discovered that a complete 
cataract was formed, which is almost impossible to be cured with- 
out an operation. The situation however in which I was placed 
obliged me to dissemble, and I therefore gave him sofhe cheer* 
ing hopes. He said to me % If you restore my sight, I wtU make 
you a present of the horse on which you ride.'* This certainly 
was not a very noble gift, for the horse was so sorry a beast, thai 
with the greatest difficulty could I get him to a trot. - I returned 
however my thanks to the Shech, and assured him that I wished 
for no recompense, but that he should allow me to be cmiducted 
along the eastern bank orthe lake si6 fur as Tiberias; in which 
route I was anxious to seekfbrsckriie plants. " Give me, said I, 
Hossein for a guide, and be Satisfied that on my arrival at *fibe« 
tias, I will giveihim sudi remedies, as with the aid of God^ will 
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imtore jodr eye-slgbt." ' Tlie first of these i}OQ<iiti»i>9 leeBied to^ 
displease him, bat at length I. was piomisec) what I aaked. 

I 

- I mounted mj hors^ next moroing, and we .set oS together. 
After travelling half aii.houry I perceived that we were retracing 
our road towards TaiJanihie, and I complaioed of ,it toHosac^ 
which indeed wajfiall I could do, for ubder tbe ftsetencoolproK 
tectiUgme oioce fully, be had iot tht morning got poaseteiol) of 
my giin, and we were also attended by another very stout Arab ) 
all resistance was therefore absurd. 

r We pasted die Jordan pear a village, and -coasted alopg the 
bordeni of the lake of Tiberias. At a little distance from the khfui 
Beit'^Zeid^, we pawed a brook, the water of which was salt We 
stopped near the khan, it was uninhabited, and nearly in ruins. 
Hossein had lost his cloak, and under the pretence of lof>king finr 
it, and immediately leturning, he took my horse and gim, 9id 
left me absolutely alone ; for the other Arab, and the wife of the 
sick Shech who had been of the p^y, were also gone off. 

I waited for some time, but to; no effect, I ^as yet thkee Icagneii 
from Tiberias*; the country watf solitary and uninhabited; the 
little plain which extends ^m hence to Majdil was covered with 
brush wood. The night was approaching, and convinced that 
Hossein had treacheroKsly deserted, me, X thought only of ear 
capipg from a place «o full of danger. lu proceeding a little 
forther I wail on the poiat of lalling into the hands of two Arabs 
who were conceftledin the wood ; I fortunately however escaped 
fTota them, and arrived an hone after stm^set in the little Mahom- 
med^n vilUage of Majdil, siftfatod oo the bftnk of the lake, where I 
passed the night. ITicnext morning I arrived happily at Tiberias, 
orTabarife of the Arabs, and fouul there my former guide Yussuf, 
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-who, had been waitingfor me some dayisf, not without appreheo* 
tioiia for my safety. 
' ,! . ' ^ • '. . 

The town of Tiberias is situated close to the banks of the lake 
that bears its name — and on the land side it is encircled by a 
strong wall of hewn stones of basalt, notwithstanding which it 
ihandly merits the name of a' town. There are no traces left uf its 
^AQCtent splendor, .thongh' the raiiKiof the old town are^disooyer- 
able, which extend as fkr as the fa(rf>^bathB, situated about. <a 
league to the East. The famous Jezzar Pasha built a bath above 
the principal of these springs. If these baths were in Europe, 
ifaejjr would .probably be! pnrfbired to all ^(hns.^^: The valley in 
the midst of which is theiake, assists >by the ooncentration. of 
heat, the vegetation of dates, citrons, oranges, indigo, &c. while 
the higher land in the neighbourhood is capable of furnishiag the 
produce of temperate climates. But in the present state of things, 
one can only find a few traces of frdits (>f the solar Tegions, on 
the edge of the lake. The lake abounds also in fish, but we 
discovered only one fisherman's boat, a»d that nearly in mm»^ 
at Tiberias. He who farms the fishery of the lakes, only employs 
his nets along its badks. 

On the 6th of February we pursued our journey, and fbUowod 
the banks of the lake as far as its southward extremity, to* the 
westward of which was situated the ancient town of Tarich^a^ 
celebrated for its salt fish, its place is vely exactljr marked ta the 
'map of Professor Paulus.* SMne ruins and some walls are 
still visible, and the place'still bears the name of el'-Malahha, or 
'Ard-el-Malahh^ Which' is synonkbdus to the Gricek name of 
Tarichaea; We observed on the bordels 6f the lake, ^ considerable 



* The map here alluded to seemt to be the same as that of D'AaTille. 
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•pace without any vegetation, and whJcfa is covered in summer 
with a surface of salt. The inhabitants of Tarichaea ptrobaitily 
make use of this salt, to cure the quantities offish, with which 
the lake and the Jordan supply them. 

Here begins the beautiful plain of eUGhor, which greatly re- 
sembles the plain of el-Bluia, between Anti^Iibanus, and 
Libanus, only that the two chains of moontahis that siinouod it 
are not so striking as those of el-B'kaa. 

. This plain ofel-Ghor ia little cultivated, nor are any villages 
to be found in it, except ttiose of aonude Arabs, who move their 
tents about from one spot to another. 

At a certain distance to the south of el-Malahha is a bridge in 
ruins on the eastern bank of the Jordan, and after walking some 
leagues, we passed over the Shariat-Manadra, or Shariah-Man* 
dra, by a bridge of five arches, whiph river after flowing through 
a bed of basalt, here empties Itself into the Jordan. 

At half a league from this place we .came to the bridge of 
Jissr-el-Mejamea, built upon the Jordan, to the westward of 
which is a very large khan,' with a small garrison. 

It is here necessary to observe, that the river Shariat-Manadra, 
is the same as that sometimes called llieramapk, or Yarmak^ and 
that its course is.illiaid.down in the map of Mons. Paulus, since 
it does not empty itself into the lake of Tiberias, but into the, 
Jordan, at seme leagues below the southern point of the lake- 
Some other geographical coitectiom will be found in the pro* 
^ressofmy tour. 
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. Weietumed to 1^6j80uthem'pouit<>f the lake witboutr passing 
the fafidge of J^rrej-M^amea, and: spirit the night ia a Ma« 
hommedan village.— The next day.if ejdiri^teid our eour^ towards 
the village of Phik, situated on the east bank of the lake of 
Tibefiasr'in tiie'distriot of Jaul^b,— This: village being placed on 
aioomldiarable QPHoeaqQiiwe .were obdiged; to climb , a jugged 
nloijnttun, Qii the'jsumipit <^f ifh^Qhi yrf^,fovmd,9. kh^p. in ruiq^ 
called Khan el Akaba Phik» .- r.ui i ....... 

( Comparing the loioalities of this place, with the picturesque- 
deseriplioa of JowphttS* la his ** History of the . Jeifif^ yf^^ 
with the Romans," I th#ightiU pow^^ UuM^ .th|& .was.lhe^ituaT 
tioQ of the town of Gamala, which defftnded itself with sp Tp^h 
obstinacy against the Romans. On the map of Mons. Paul us, 
the town of Gamala j?: placed ., on the ^^uthern side of the 
Shariat Manadra, which (ifm>yiCqnj§pture be correct) must be 
anerror.<«> . ., , ',. t y 

* ■ , 

' The'v41lhge:of'<Phtk,i8vi]i^ tbejaiiddJe-io€ th&lake;, and as, 
during -my visit to theiblidd'3heo)^ J. had f^eygr been.n^Ofe thaj^ 
a ieir leagues firomdt; I X < hid. iiQiiriQWP|4§(ed my design of., vi»it: 
ing the • eastern 'Jl>aiDk;D :. di.,/ L';^!,ol ;. •/.•,',.; ... • i /j- 

.'- 'I>cou1d'aot obtain any' infi»rmation,;conc;ieroingi Hippos,- 9ne 
of the downs' wb)«hy'''ab6o^ing to the.jntap of :;|K^ps. f^i^^f, 
6hoii>ldWshnatediai4^eiielig&lKmrhood ji^iblk;. >I'w|^qqiHi)|^ 
tinsudtessfitl respecting Capholila^ Bad Pelilaoi . . . ^ 

'- Beln^' Ht "^k, I • Wnl» ■ anxious: to visit the roiiu k^f M'kess. 
iiituate*d 'on a e^nsiderabl^ tnouii'tain oii.tlie>southeri):side.of !the 
Bhdriat Maiiadraf^^— ^^ttt I' fi^vinld' itimpotsiisie to!obtaiata.Gom. 
panibn, so much areiK^'iA^pdMeantbof this b6nntjfeMfii];'ip6> 
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the Arabs. The natives here wet0(itcqattiiited with Aiiuitfaa,>md 
said it wa9 a place ib fain6, in the Ya]Iey <tf i^aiiat MVDadia^ 
abotift three leagues ^om iPhik. )/:::.»—.'/ /.- 

'•■•'••' •• ' ■■/'.:• I ..■•.:'■..:•;>•,!. -v 

' We had detertnined to go and Tisit the dtsbrict of el-Jiottbin, 
which the Shariat-Manadra separates &bm the ^strict i]€ Janlli^ 
bnt the- mer'Was so swoIn% tliemiii tliBtdtinisimponiUbio 
pass through it, and bridge there wa§ iioq*;!' '- . . ) 

We wer^ therefore, ctbliged to discoiitltitte our journey till the 
l^th bf February, When we dineeted <rtir icxmne ta tiie spcft 
where the little riVer R68fhat,: iirlach^AdiWsJfrbai thenbrtfa, falls 
into the Shariat-MaBadi^< •'' ,•.::!. r ■ - •* 



•I..- 



We fbrdtd both rivers, and Yiisiiuf^ who was afraid of the 
irapidity of the carrent, reodmhiettdW HimsdfwiUi'tbe.'atnMist 
fervor to the holy virgin. •:;'».:,: 

' Arrivedsafe on t^ opposite shove, wewieoelitepstacblj^regailed 
by a tk-obp bf Arab«.^Wea<tef»ifiitd8;tnv6ned«/gimt!«!^ 
of beetfh ^ceesj ahd> arriV^«im^tfefe'a^to£F«braaiy ^ tbefvill^ 
of el-Hoessan, where we lodged with a GtflclEcCtostiaB. ' ..'.:. 

' I had intended'ihim henoe tOiviiifc the anqienlvtown <of Edfei, 
flioV tealled Diraa, and the two <jtec<yohtan i<)itife» of' Abjla«,9<^ 
A\ilV^ ttiid (^adafk^-i^nie ^mt^ 6f iiicse.i^lacQH '£dfei»c^ ig^^ 
mentioned in the HeW^sQrqKknreiij :.iM3 inte of t^ n^pstimpg^ 
tant towns in the territory of the king of Basan, who in the time 
of Moses Kved at Astarbth, the ptenfynxB^txn, jBi^^ e^untryiras 
ib iA^sdedby. the aoaiade AiaijUi. Ihat. 1 cduldjBTQPVTP neit)ier 
hoi»,finiM: inule^ nofclMKv (inuti3<kf;»)irf4 dfifiu^; jfF9&mf4;l f(K91^ 
ttfn^iAstli^ could BOt: ytsoiMlieii^t^fttv^tJ^t: :'lt^m^^9f!.lfiij^ 
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&at gr&it diffidifity tihsUil ai Ia6(r fodnd tt ^i^ r berfc td save ihv 
ODljrcoat vrhichlhad<1»ifly t)Mk, Mfd irhieh the Arabs) wouht 
not have failed to have taken from me, I was obliged to 
Bsakeusb t^ % precautioh 'sufficiently strange, whith was to 
obver wyself With* rags,^ ift fact* to^ assume the disguise of rf 
mesIoGh, orcominoa beggar. That nothing about me ini^ 
tempt .ibe rafteecity of the Arabs, i put over my shirt an ol^ 
kombaz,^ or dressing |^wn,'and alyove that ab <M btoe and 
ragged shift— I covered my head with some shreds, and my feet 
yifkh <M Hip^gjbni An old tattered Abbai,'thttiim over iny 
Aoiddbni, proteeted roe from ■ the cold and rdn, -and a httkwiU 
of. a tree isenwdiiie'rfbr a walking 8tidk«*<-JiCy guide,.a ^'vwk 
Qbristiad, pot on nearly the same dress, and in this trim 'ti^ 
iraversed- the country danng ten days, often stopped hy the Cold 
rainv which Wetted vsto tlie skii^^I was aloo cbliged to w»ik 
one-whole day in the ntod with my feet bare; since .it was iqippsr 
sible to use my slippers on that marshy land, compleHi^y softened 
by the water. 

. - I.. * r :? • ; Pii f.f; ' :• •• : "•■•f •■' ••' — : •; 

J .... I 

: . 1%ei t<^n of Draa,' situatied o|i the easterja side of the rojute ^ 
j|;he. pilgrim? to.>Mfi<4Ca, is at pre^envuaiahabited and in cu;^. 
<No ipmftineiofttiie iMa^^tifiitaocient iU!V>hiteqtu]» cot^ld be fpun^ 
eKccpt. a.'Sarcopbtagus, very well executed, which I -saw near a 
fountain, to which it BM>ve8 a^ a ba9pn. Most of the houses are 
|3uiltw.iti|ib8sal^i,. I , . '.. : 

»■'-.'■»*'»• «S* .!■ . i ' 4 X till ' ,.'.. . !• 1, 

The district .of e^Qotthi^-cont^nf ms^oy thousand caverqs 

madf) ul:.ih<f rpqk^,.by..t|)e a9<^i>ent inhabitants of the counU'y. 

.IlJjos^ pf tjjie ^hot^^esi if'ven in, these villages which are yet ipha^ 

bited, are a kind of grottp, 'composed of waltf .placed agfunst 

-thft proj^ting p(M[nt$ of the rpckti» in such amfinner that the 
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vails of the inner chamber, in . vhich, the. inhabitants live, aie 
pdrtiy of bare rock, and partly masoci-work. ..•'.. 

Besides these retreats, there are io this neighbourhood a nacoH 
bar of very large caverns, the construction of which must have 
cost, mfinite labour, since they are formed in the hard rock« 
There: is only on^.door of entrance, which is so r^ularly fitted 
into the rack^ that it shuts: like the door of a house. • 

'• . ' S' • ' .'7 '..:.' . /, . :--. , . : : 

' It appears theta.that this country was formerly inhabited by 
Troglodytes, without reckoning the vilhiges whose ^i^ahitaata 
may foe regarded as such. There are still to. be: found many fa- 
milies living in caverns, sufficiently spacious to contain them 
and all their cattle. These inimense caverns are. moieover to be 
leund, in considerable numbers, inthedistriciof'al'Jedur/ smne 
-leagues to the southward of M'kess, 'where also we met with 
several families of the Tro^odites. ' • i . - t ! 

Besides my guide I had taken with me an armed peasant, and 
after a troub1es6me Walk we arrived at night at a vast natural 
cavern, inhabited by a Mahommedan family. ' After going 
ihrough a *wide and pretty long passage, we perceived at the 
other end a part of the family asseittbled round a fire, and em* 
ployed in preparing supper, which cbnsistedfprincipally of a kind 
of bouilli, mixed with wild herbs and gruel made- of wheat I 
was wet through by the rain, and had walked all day barefooted* 
This fire was, 'therefore, insiiffici^dt to warm me, although the 
persons and cattle which came in at sun-set, filled neariy all the 
cavern. I should probably have passed a bad night, if the old 
father of the family had not kindly thought of coadueting us, 
Ikfiee supper; to another cavern dt a small distance. Af^t bav- 
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ing passed a door of ordinary size^ we found there all the flock 
of goats belonging to this Troglodite, and at the end a large 
empty space, where they had lighted for us the immense trunk 
of a tree^ whose cheerful blaze invited us to sleep around it The 
fire was kept in all night, and the chief of this hospitable family 
brought us also a good mess of rice» 

The first appearance of these fierce inhabitants of the rocks 
had given me some uneasiness, but I afterwards found that they 
were not more barbarous than the other peasants of these districts. 
The old father of this family appeared on the contrary to be a 
sensible and humane ma». 

We set off the next morning (Feb. 23) for MTcess. This town is 
situated in an angle of a high "mountain, formed by the Shariat« 
Manadra, and the Wady-al-Arab. It was formerly a large and 
opulent town, proofs of which are still visible in remnants .of 
marble colunms, and of large buildings,in great numbers of sarco- 
phaguses, ornamented with bas*reliefs, with carved work and with 
garlands, which are still tolerably well preserved. All these sar- 
cophaguses are of basalt, which was probably brought from the 
district of Jaulan. Many beautiful^ vast, and very remarkable 
caverns are still also to be found hereabouts, which serve as 
places of retreat for five or six families of Troglodite- Arabs. 

We ventured into one of these caverns, where according to the 
usual custom they gave us some milk, butter^ &c. 

I thought there was reason to believe that M'kess was the an- 
cient Gadara, a town of the second rank among the decapolitan 
cities. In the map of Mons. Paul us, Gadara is placed on the 
northern bank of the Shariat-Manadra-^-but on that side of the 
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nVer no one could shew me any place with such a name, and no 
one could discover any ruins, which might evince the former 
ancient existence of a large and powerful town; 

If the old geographers do fix the situation of Gadara on the 
northern side of the Sharat-Manadra, my conjecture is erroneous. 
Not having, however, any book of ancient geography with me, 
I cannot ascertain that fact. Nevertheless, as the remarkable 
natural objects which are found in the neighbourhood of ancient 
towns,determine more assuredly their situation than the transient 
works of men, I set my self to seek, in the environs of M'kessjfor 
some hot springs, which were found formerly near Oadara, ^nd 
I discovered them on the northern side, at a leaguers distance 
from the foot of a mountain on which M'kess stands, and on the 
northern bank of the Shariat-Manadra, There are three hot 
springs at the distance of a league from each other. The first is 
the most considerable, and is called Hammet-es-Shech. 1 was 
not able to examine these springs, except at a distance of two 
or three hundred paces, on account of the river being so much 
swelled by the late rains, that none of the Bedouins who live 
thereabouts in tents, would run the risque of conducting me 
across it, although I offered them money. They assured me, 
however, that the first hot spring, about a league from M'kess, 
contained a great deal of sulphur, which the Arabs made use of 
cure the mange of their camels. 

There is another circumstance which seems to confirm the 
opinion that M'kess is the ancient Gadara, namely, that the 
southern part of this country, which is filled with caverns, and 
where we passed the night, bears the name of al- Jedur, which is 
probably derived from Jadar, or Gradara. A great part of Jaulan, 
called Jedur, is situated on the north side of the Shariat-Mana^ 
dra. This part comprehends all the country on the e^|^ J^^^Sfooglc 
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of the River Roshad, and extends nearly to the road travelled 
by the Mecca pilgrims, that is to say, as far as Hauran. It 
seems, therefore, that M'kess, or Gadara, is situated nearly in 
the middle of the district/ 

The ruins of Abil, formerly Abila, one of the principal deca* 
politan cities, were situated a few leagues from hence towards 
the east, on the southern side of the Shariat-Manadra ; but all 
that country was, at the moment, occupied by Arabs, of the 
tribe of Beni-Sahhar, who had led their flocks there. 

As soon as we had left M'kess, one of these Arabs joined uSt 
he was on horseback and armed witii a spear, my guide offered 
him my pipe' that he might smoke, he took it without any cere* 
mony and carried it off with him, as he would probably have 
done with any thing we had about us, that had appeared worth 
his trouble. We met many other Arabs of the same tribe, em- 
ployed in pasturing their camels and their sheep in the deserts^ 
and who let us pass without any interruption. After a tolera- 
bly long walk, we arrived after sun-set at a Mohammmedan 
village, where we passed the night. 

My guide, Aoser, was so much afraid of the Arabs of Beni* 
Sahhar, that he refused the next day to go on with me to Abil, 
but by way of consolation, he promised to conduct me to Beit* 
er-Ras, a place where I subsequently found some ruins. I was 
obliged to be content with this offer, in the hope that I should 
meet there with some one to supply his place. But instead of 
keeping his word, he led me to the little village of Irbid, formerly 
a considerable town and residence of a chief of this district. 
This place being only two leagues from his own home at al- 
Hoessan, he returned thither the same day. 
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With respect to myself, persisting in my determination to go to 
Abii, I made an agrieement with three Mohammedans toconduct 
me thither. They seemed very willing to accept my offers, as 
long as they thought I was gping there to search for hidden trea- 
sure, but as soon as I honestly explained to them, that I under- 
stood nothing of treasure-hunting, and that my intention was^ 
only to seek for plants, they walked off. 

I set off therefore alone for Beit-er-Ras, a village situated on 
a moderate elevation, inhabited by Mohammedans, and which^ 
from some ancient remains of architecture, appears to have been 
once a considerable town. Here are also a number of caverns, 
some of which are inhabited, and others serve for bams and 
stables. The Shech of the village had the kindness to procure a 
guide for me, who conducted me to Abil, situated a few leagues 
from hence to the northward. The road he led mo was very Httle 
frequented — we were detained some time by two Arabs, who at 
length let us proceed. A little while afterwards another armed 
Arab came after us full gallop, but being a friend of the Shech 
of Beit-er-Ras, he let us go on and wished us a good journey. 
At last, after losing our way, we arrived at AbiL 

The town is situated in the angle of a mountain, formed by the 
two bases, the higher slopes of which are full of caverns. The 
town is completely in ruins and deserted. There is not even one 
single building standing ; but the ruins, and the remnants at- 
test its ancient splendor, some beautiful remains of the ancient 
walls are to be discovered, together with a number of arches, and 
of columns of marble, basalt, and grey granite. On the outside 
of these ancient walls I found also a great many columns, two of 
which were of extraordinary magnitude, from which I concluded 
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that theie must lia^e been formerly in this spot, a considerable 
temple. 

We returned to Beit-er-Ras completely soaked by the' rain, 
end the next day, after a storm of wind and rain, we arrived at 
el-Hoessan. This excursioa had occupied ten days. I had yet 
aloQg ,way to go; and my mpney began to be low. — I sold my 
pistols, thinking I pould do without them. The route by which 
I intended to proceed, in order to reach the mountains of Ejlun, 
was reckoned very insecure, and it became necessary to wait for 
a more favourable oppbrtunity^ of commencing that journey. 

An opportunity at last presented itself, on the 6th of March, 
whefi a tolerably large party, of armed peasants, went to a mill 
three leagues off, to carry their com for grinding. I got two 
armed men also to attend me. — We passed through a forest full 
of gaiotie, and after three hours walk we arrived at a narrow and 
deep valley, through which runs a rivulet, that uniting with sq? 
veral others, falls into the Wady Jabis, or Wady Moush, which 
in its turn, opposite to Beisan (Scythopolis) is lost in the Jordan. 

This valley forms the boundary between 61-Bothin and Egluo. 
Tlie above-mentioned river or Wady, has been cqnfounded, on. 
the map of Mons. Paulus, with the Jabok. The chain of moun- 
tains of £jlun, is the ancient Galaaditis; they. are covered with 
trees and brushwood, and many gall«nuts arc gathered upon 
them. 

He next day we came to !Kalaat*er-Kabat, a fortress situated 
on the top of a tolerably high mountain. Here lives the Sheck 
commanding these mountains* The village of Ejlun is close by, 
on a little river, and in the neighbouring rocks are great num<» 
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bers of cavettu. We passed the night in the vSIage Ain Jennefa; 
where ve found some Greek Christians, 

On the 8th of March we passed some mountains covered with 
snow, which falls here sometimes to the thickness of three or four 
feet, and we spent the night in the village of Suf, by the side of 
which a number of springs unite to form a little river, which 
runs towards Jerrash, to fall afterwards into the Jerka« 

The next day I had the satisfaction of seeing the important 
ruins of Jerrash, at a distance of two leagues to the eastward of 
Suf, which ruins may be comimrcd to those of Palmyra, or of 
Balbek. It is impossible to explain how this place, formerly of 
such manifest celebrity, can have so long escaped the notice of all 
lovers of antiquity. 

It is situated in an open and tolerably fertile plain, through 
which a rivfer runs. Before entering the town I found several 
sarcophaguses, with very beautiful bas-reliefs, among which I 
remarked one on the edge of the road, with a Greek inscription 
The walls of the town are mouldered away, but one may yet 
trace their whole extent, which might have been three^uarters 
of a league or a whole one. These walls were entirely built of 
blocks of hewn marble. The ground within it is of unequal 
heigths and fells towards the river. Not a single private house 
remains entire. But on the other hand I observed, several 
public buildings, which were distinguished by a very beautiful 
style of architecture. I found two superb amphitheatres, solidly 
built of marble, with columns, niches^ &c the Whole in good 
preservation. I found also some palaces, and three temples, one of 
which had a peristyle of twelve grand columns of the Corinthian 
order, eleven of which were still uprights In another of the^ 
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>«em]^ I sawtkcofombiOB thelgroond, ofmost beautiful polished 
i£gyptian granite:, I also found a. handsome .gate of the city, 
rwdl preserved, .foxined of. tbnae arcades, and ^ornamented with 
pilasties. 

The most Wutiful thing that I discovered, vas a long street 
crossed by another, -and' omattiented- on both sides with a row of 
marble columns, of the Corinthian order, and one of whose ex- 
tremities- terminated in a semicircle, that was set round with 
aixty pillars of the Ionic order. At the points where the two 
Btieets cross, in eachof the four angles, a large pedestal of hewn 
••tone ic .vi»iU«y on vMeh probably" statues were formerly set. 
A part of the paveraent«till remains, formed of hewn stone. 

To speak generally, I counted about >two hundred -columns, 
which yet partly support their ^entablatures, but the number of 
those thrown down is infinitely more considerable; -I saw indeed 
but half the extent of the town, and a person would probably 
atill find.in :the other half, on .the opposite ^ide of the river, 
a quantity of remarkable curioisities. ..... 

. There were some Arabs about. Yussuf bi^n to .gprow un- 
easy — and I was obliged to promise a present to my guide to in- 
duce him to stay another half hour. I cursed the want of bravery 
intheo»e, and 6f civility lia the rother, which prevented my 
pursuing my resoarcfaos. 

Jercash. can. be no other than die : ancient Gerasa,^ '^> one . of the 
decapolitan towns. Iti is difficult • to conceive that so much igno- 
rance of its real situation should exist, as would allow Mons. 
JBaulus in his map, to. have placed it to the norMteast of the 
Qortbcm ex^icmity of the haks of .Tiberias* jI do iiot know 
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whether any ancient geographer has made the same mistake.-^ 
From a fragment of a Greek inscription^ which 1 copied^ I am 
led to conclude^ that several of the buildings of this town were 
erected under the Emperor Marcus Aurelius Antoninus. The 
Roman History may perhaps furnish some date in corroboration 
of this ccHijecture* It is at all events certain^ that the edifices of 
this town, are of the age of the most beautiful Roman architecture* 

After having passed the night in the village of Kitte^ situated 
a league and a half from Jerrash^ we pursued our journey on the 
lOth of March, and stopped^ after three hours walkings at a 
Mohammedan village, whcce the. only thing we could get to eat 
was the dried pods of the Charob, (ceretonia siliqua.)^ 

The principal : fast ^of Christians of the Greek church had 
just commenced^ and as we had announced ourselves aa Gieeks 
it became necessary to conform to it» . . " 

Th6 next cky we passed the river Serka, which runs through 
a deep valley. It is a small stream- like the Roshad^ and its 
banks are covered with rushes, (arundo donax. Linn.) It is the 
Jabok of the Hebrew Historians, which forms* tte nofthemboun* 
dary of the country of the Amorites. 

The Serka rises close id the road of the pilgrims for Mecca* 
On the other side commences the district of el^-fidka. All this 
country, formerly so populous and flourishing, is now changed 
into a vast desert, in which there' is only one iafaabikcd town, 
called Salt, where we arrived, in the afternoon. 

The town of Salt is built on the slope of alittle round hill, oki 
the top of which is a fort. The rugged sides oithis hill are cut 
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Mit ia terraces, ami pJanted with vioes, dive^trees, &c. which 
broughl; to miod the beautiful culture of Dbanus. The towa 
kself b inhalaited by Mme Mohammedans, aod by a great 
number of Christians of the Greek Churchy who are free fronj 
eyery kind of taxation, and acknowledge no master. It appears 
t^at Salt must be the ancient Amathusa« 

I had a ^leat desire to ristt Arnmaii, once the residence of 
many monarchs, and wbich in aAer times became celebrated 
under the name of Philadelphia, among the decapolita^ towns* 
It is situated six leagues to the eastward of Salt, on a branch of 
Ae Serka, which kiralled Jl^obhr'-igaiman. As the country was 
iMecure Yussuf stayed behind^ and iTephbcedhim by two armed 
men, with whom I set off on lite ISdi ot IlftiFch* 

The whole way we travelled, we saw villa|;es in ruins, and met 
numbers of Ambs with their camels^ &c. Before we came to the 
sources of the Nahhr-Amman, which is diTided into two bronchest 
t>f which "the first is the most beautiful, we £3und in the valley, 
the town of Amman (civitas aquanim) situated on both sides of 
the river, the further part, which is the most considerable, being 
t)n, the rise of a hilL 

Although this town has been destroyed and deserted for many 
ages, I stiU found diere some remarkable ruins, WhicH attest its 
ancient splendor. <Such as^ ik, a square building, very highly 
'ornamented, whidi kas been perhaps a mausoleuuL Sndly — 
The rams of a large palace. 3diy-^A magnificent amphitheatre 
of immense size and well preserved, with a peristyle of Corinthian 
pillars without pedestals. 4thly~-A temple with a great number 
of eolumns. '5thly— The wins of a large church, perhaps the see 
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of a bishop in the time of the Greek emperors. 6thly'-^The re« 
mains of a temple, with columns set in a circular fovm^ and 
which are of extraordinary size. 7thly— The remains of the an* 
cient wall, with many other edifices. 

I could only spare a short time to the examination of these 
objects — and I hope that any other travener"Vho may visit the 
ruins of Jerrasch, will not forget those of Amman^-an. ancient 
town which flourished long before the Greeks and Romans, and 
even before the Hebrews. h. . . 

• There were formerly in the country of the Ammonites, during 
the time of the Judges, twenty towns conquerred by JephUia« 
(Judges xi. 33,) of which however no trace now remains.<J«) , 

Pursuing my journey, I perceived for the first time, from the 
top of a mountain, the Dead Sea. I wasi shewn also, at the 
distance of some leagues to.the^Quth, the ruins of Sar, which 
was perhaps the ancient town of Jaser— -if this latter be not 
another town of this district called Sir. 

We passed the night with a party of Arabs, and returned the 
next day to Salt. 

The most difficult part of the journey was still to come: con- 
siderable deserts were to be passed, and I discovered that my 
guide, Yussuf, never seriously intended to accompany me round 
the Dead Sea. He did all he pould (o dissuade me from under- 
taking the journey ; but when he found that I was resolved to 
go without him, and that I was not frightened by the difficulties 
which tl^e inhal^itants of Salt assured me I. should meet witb^ he 
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complied* To get a little money I sold another of my cloaks, 
and on the 21st of March, we set out for Karrak, accompanied 
by two men and a muleteer. 

We carried with us a supply of bread, as the whole country 
between Salt and Carrak is uninhabited, and as during lent 
bread and water could be our only food. During our journey 
we saw several towns and villages in a state of total ruin, the 
whole country being abandoned to the wanderiug Arabs. We 
passed near the springs of Nahhr-Sir, which I take to be the 
ancient JasCT. Here I saw a few tanks, but no lake. We spent 
the whole night with a^horde -of BeniJSahbar. 

On the 2dnd of March we reached the ruins 6f Elcale, an 
ancient town of the Amorites, which still preserves its name. 
On the map of M. Paulus, it » called Elcole, and is placed 
on the southern side of Husban— two enors to be corrected. 
Husban is half a league further on; this was the royal re- 
sidence of the Amorites — the Hesbon mentioned in the Song of 
Songs— 7, 4. 

Further on we came to Madaba, which in the time of Moses 
was called Madba. Here I found two columns near the ruins of 
a temple, and a well-constructed tank of hewn stone. We after- 
wards saw the ruins of Ma^in, the ancient Bet-M6ori, to the 
west of which place is seen Mount-Nebo,now called Attarus, A 
few leagues farther I found some hot springs, which I take to 
be Callirho6, and which I intend to examine hereafter. West 
of Ma6in is the source of the small stream Serka-Ma6in, which 
flows into the Dead Sea. I am inclint^d to consider the valley 
through which it runs, as the Baaras-Vallis, of Josephus, This 
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night Hke^se vrc spent with a horde e£ Andof » of tbe tribe of 
Hattabige. 

The next day we crossed the small river al-Wale, which runs 
into the Dead Sea: Two leagues aad a half fartfaor on, we 
reached the rains of Dftban^ or Dibon^ according to^e Hebrew 
historians. The toiwn is situated in. the taiiAa/i of a fine fhm, 
but is incorrectly laid dmm m the map of M. Paidafl. 

We came at length to. a wild and deep vaUey, watendbgr tiie 
Mujeb, (formerly Anon). This vaUey forins the. southern 
boundary of al-Balka«. the ancient countiy of the Amorites, and 
the northern boundary of Karrak, that of the Moabites. We had 
dcscetided into the valley, in company with a peasant of Salt, 
3iid some Arabs of the tribe of Beni-Amnir, who had joined 
vs. These last, as soon as we had passed the river, attacked aad 
pliindefed vtSy under the pveteooe of ezacting a .toll for the rigiit 
of passage. We w(»t on and speat the mght with a bcarda of 
the tribe of Hammide^ 

The next day we crossed several wide plains, covered with 
absynthium, and other plants and shrubs. We also saw several 
towns in ruins, an;iongst which w^e those of Schihhan and 
Chmeimat. Near to this last, we observed a village eon3isting of 
twelve tents, inhabited by a few Bedouin Christians of the Greek 
Church, who live alternately a wandering and a sedentary life, 
andshane with the other families connected with them, the care 
of their flocks. This tribe of Bedouin Qiristiaas, is distinguished 
by the name of al-Haddadyn from some other Christian tribes of 
Karrakf who are equally Nomades. 
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ThfOT'Teeeived tfi verj^ yi\el\, juo4 ^eatei m \ritfa.cofiee.mid 
bread JuMod^d wUli oil. 

After a few boiifs rest, mne^eft tfaefusgood peojilc in ovder to 
feadi> Kaaak before, wweit. .Wet-ciossed the mins of Rohba, 
(BiabbathJiioah) ribrawrlj te teaid.^«ce. oi tl^ Kj»gs of tbe 
Moabites. The.extetttof tiittetmiin^siiilfieiQnlijr i^ves^its^an* 
deat importance.; tboiigh I boiaMjiQA {wirtieiila«fle. anjr other 
object than the ruins of m p^laoe or teiop)e> 90ine of tbie wi^l» 
of which are- still standing; of the peristyle there only re- 
nwifi two nu^te ;coiani» of the Cennthkn ordes, but without 
jpedettah. _. . .. 

A» we approadted aear to Earoik, tiie eowoitry be<iMQe jaotore 
meuDtainous. l^e towa itseiUv ooco a bididp's aee, , i« ^n the. top 
of a moa^BtaiiH at the entrance of a. deepTalley.. Itk ooqh 
manded almost e» eWry side> hy nuMfntaihi. still higher. ' In its 
l^esent rnined state it eant oiil;y be caUad a hamlet Iblie fbrtnea!^ 
DOW in a state of ruin andabandonmenl, wa» onoe emeof theinoat 
important places of the cOnntry. Th& inhabitants of the city are 
chiefly Mohamedans, or Greek Christians ; their bishop lives at 
Jerusalem. It commands a fihe view of the Dead Sea and 
Jerusalem, which are perfectilgr diaitingni&hfllUe in dear wettther. 

Hie southern limit ol the country of Karrak is naiiEed.b^ the 
Wady-el-Hiessa, which- d'vvides it fmm the district, of Jebbal, and 
-\vllrich under the name of eUKarahhy, empties itself into the 
southern extrennty of' the- Dead $ea. Three, mere viUagos in 
Karrak are inhabited by Musselmen. The extent of the country 
of Jebbai/is aboui two or* three daiysjonpiey, but hconteins 
only seven inhabited villages. / 
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I enquired for Petra, or Bedra, (for the Arabs cannot pro* 
nounce the P) and I was assured that it was at the distance (^ 
one day's journey ; but I afterwards learned from the Bishop of 
Karrak, at Jerusalem, that Petra is two leagues distant from the 
Dead Sea. Further on, sduth of Jebbal, is the mountain of 
Sharah, which is likewise two days* journey in extent, and with 
only one inhabited village, known by the same name. Several 
artificial grottos have been worked in the rocks around Karrak, 
where wheat is preserved for ten yeais* . 

Yussuf again refused to prosecute his journeyaround the Dead 
Sea, and determined to join those of Karrak, who wpre going 
to Jerusalem for the Easter festival, and swim, with the help of 
skins, across the Jordan at the northern extremity of the Dead 
Sea. I was resolved to take the other, road, round. the southern 
extremity of this sea, and I was fortunate enojigh to succeed* 
Several inhabitants of Hebron and of Bethlehem, who had pur* 
chased from the Arabs several hundred sheep, preferred taking 
them to Jerusalem by the same way. For this purpose they 
were obliged to hire Arab guides, mXh whom I also made mj 
bargain. 

' i .... , , 

We set out on the . 9nd of April, across a very mountainous 
country, where I was often obliged to alight from my horse to 
keep myself wann. In the afternoon we hdd to descend by a 
palh into a plain at the southern extremity of the Dead Sea, 
called Gor-*es-Sophia. This path was extremely rugged and 
dangerous ; we reached the plain in three hours after sun-set. 

The next moi^oing we crossed the smiJI stream of al-Karahbj, 
which flows from the Wadj-el-H5es8en to. this place. We were 
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then on the borders of the. country of Jtebbal (Gahabne) e»n.d of 
Arabia-PetriKa. The clii]pa*e.w?"*es^tir^y chiMgody ao^^ 
ftummer the heat must be eqAji^l to th^t^o^ the tropics.. Soon 
after wespeqt some hours in crossing a plain of sc^lt, without 
a trace of vegetation. 



- : ^Y® then proce04ed;in. a westerly <iir§Qtion with the^D^ad ^^^ 
to the north on our right; Neither Zoara npr Segpr, whpich: ^tg^ 
on the map of M. Paulus, were to be found here ; before us 
i^a5 a; very considerable mountain, composed of several layers 
of ohristallized salt» This mountain ^bich appear to be abput 
Ihree leagues in length, impregnates th^ fwatens vof ^h^.Dei^d JSea 
with thw bitter taste, . : ' ; ; , 

On reaching this, mountain of salt, we proceeded northwacdst 
and soon after reached the banks of the DeadJScj^ I got down 
from my horse, and looked in vain along the banks for shells and 
«6sfrine plants. 'I'l^^ league froi^^ thesouthero exlMttfty^of'&is 
sea, is the river Futlet, which is only fordable in the summer, 
and even then you have to wade during five hours through 
Jwaier, so impregnated with salt, as to be injurious- to the/legs ; 
^tid this, is the reason that this r6ute is 4Sieidom taken. 

: The western i^hore of the Dead Sea is Ahick set with, barren and 
ikigb rocks. I ididnot observe any piliarsbf isalt^ buta largeiheap 
of stones, which our Arabs T^erb ftnxious to eQcr^aie. I^ the 
history of Lot's wife be true, it is probable that instead of stones, 
they threw together pieces of christalliwdsjak,^; ru rj ,[ ;:' 

.. The map indicate?;*: rjver oq the site ;pf ^hAmei^af I ^^ y.ery 
sorry it wji^ fuot ta J>e/rf6fti9d» f<}^:\Yremx^ i\J^^n^g\^trfim^^y 
.fromt^it^t.; "^'.r-oor.) « \^..^\.: •: • ... i -^" ■ '. ' 
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taiB, ^vfaeAce I couid see tbe gre&ter fnart ef the JBead^Sea; in 
vWdi I diacov^red atxmsidferab!eis!attd. We s^nt tlhft aighn 
ea tW top tSF a loek, i&uflferingj^nder excessive tfeitst. 

On the 4th of April we continued our route over calcareous 
notibtaitts, uhd in the 'evening we madhed a village of teat»5 in- 
kabitedbyATabs^ofthetrilbeof^ahatm; . - 

On the 5th of Apnl, we were m want both <yf bread and 
ef water, wid ^ere under the necessity of living uipon some wild 
hetbB. tVe oriy iialted « few teram,-and' wetitr t>iat- by anoonlight 
in order to reach Jerusalem, six or seven leagues further on, on the 
6th. Towards the morning we suffered extreme thirst, and to 
add to oor mtdeiy, we descried a bandof Ambs from whom we 
narrowly fesca{>ed« : 

Ovi the roofiHn^ of the 6th we ^adbcd .fieihlehein) 4od g^t ^ 
JerwaleiB sooA after. . / . 

T 

XivFafr^. ooly Chrnfiaa .pilgnai in jcdiDpsny^ nni as. 911C& 1 
was mosA.hdspitBblgr leeeimd. aivUke Goaxtaat <c£ la Teraa. Saute. 

init'to tboiefiHio=tMititto opyutbetieisdn than thst «f devo* 
tionit must 4)6 «ttii^saiiie and dttU place.- ' ^ 

To keep up my <Jharacter «fft pilgruD, I paid thirty>-fhi«ft 
piasters and one quarter, for leare to enter into the Holy Se- 
ptilcfare, OR tfae eveof the Easter Festival) as kept by the Greeks, 
tiitd ^^her oriental €hristttos.^ -^t !is"n(dl known diKt on that 
day, the sacred fire is thought to come down from lle«v«D> and 
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tlie Gre^bljhop trho receives it, after a very, devout prayer, i» 
tealiecl the Bishop of Light, (Mattrau^ti'NurJ, It was oa this 
occasion the Bishop of Karrak. 

Thetwa ciUes etf Jerusalem andof BetM^kem are too well- 
KiwiWQ to need any description frqa> my peii, I will sabstituto ° 
M the rQQm<e^ it) a few particular relating to the Dead Sea, 
which pftrfaaps ma; be fouQ4 more generally intereating. 

The Pe^d Sea is luHywn amobg; the Arabs by the name of 
Bahheiret-Ldth, or Bahh^ret-Ldth, or Birket-Ldth. It is pie- 
tended that remains of ancient buildings are still to be found in 
this sea. Tbajb is not probable. I enc^uired about it ; None could 
give me-any positive information, and several, who assured m^ 
of thfi fact»; differed in their statements, 

X have^hoMrever only visited its banks during one day's journey, 
and its circumference is equal to six dayi ji^urney. Several 
travellers pretend to have discovered therein the remains of ant 
cient buildings, but their rdation merit little credit. M, de 
Neit29cl^etz, indeed asserts that he has seen the; shape and fonn 
of tfaissea^ from the Mount of Olives* near Jerusalem, (Jibbal- 
el-Tur,) which is. absolutely false and impossible. 

The water of 4he Dead Sea is salt and limpid, but as salt as 
^ water of jSaltpans. The salt which is extracted fiom, it ia of 
excellent quality, and is produced particularly oa theeast^r^ 
shore in. large lun^, often of a. foot thick; This p^rqqess, takes 
place in those, ^spots^which-are iimndf^tc^d by the sea io the tainy. 
se^gcjnsf ,^ tii^.4.;r(^»rdp.|ipt gjvo-tbiimselv^ trot^le:to dig 
piit^j^ 9ft^8tith«i.j^fipofatip%p^^e.W8t^* ■< The ^tooesupon the 
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i/hove become covered as in our salt-works, mUi a calcaKoinaMi 
gypsous iucrustaiion. Tiie «alt is only used in one part of 
Palestine. . - • 

I have above-mentioned the cause of the bitter taste of ttiis 
water, according to which it should.be continually enfcreafiingi 
It is not perh^aps necessary for me to point out^ moreover, that 
the many tales respecting this sea are fabulous^ Such »» that 
iron swims upon it, and light bodies sink' to the bottom — that 
birds, in their passage over it, fall dead into the Bea^ &;c. 

' The asphaltum, which is here collected; differs from' that of the 
mines of Hasbcia, as being more porous, and as having been appa-^ 
rently in a fluid state. I was told at Karrak that this bittimeni 
oozes out of some rocks on the eastern shore,and that it graduaJly 
forms a thick crust, which, on being detached by the wind, is 
carried along the surface df the water, and gathered by the Arabs, 
who 'convey it in large lumps to Jerusalem. Tliese lumps are 
so large as to form a load for several camels. However it is 
only after a lapse of Several years, that a quantity of asphaltuni 
can be procured from the shores of the Dead Sea. It is here 
called Majar-Muzza, or the stone of Moses. When touched it 
18 as cold as any other stone, and its appearance is like that of 
slate. 



It is very natural that vapours shbuldHbe continually rising from 
a surface of water, in the micfst of a deep valley, surrounded by 
high mountains, and in which during the months of June^ Julyi 
and August, the heat is equal to that under the tropics. Going 
one day from Jerusalem to BetMefaem, I Observed areiry tHck^ 
imoke issuibg from Bome furaaces of lime^ charcoal, lihd ^^a/ 
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tirliicti tiie ArsJbi had erected upon the banks. Tbese Araibs do 
tiotcOBfiadertiipvapoUrs of the Dead Sea, more unhealthy thaa 
4hoseofaiij other lake; 

/I did not find in this sea^ any kind of 0ea snails or muscles^ 
Qolj some c6mmon snails, which I collected on the banks ; I 
must however confess that I examined only a small part of it 
There are^no reeds hereabouts^ but they abound at some leagues 
distant toithte east. - 

t Ilie infermation which I have been able to collect on the 
applets t>f Sodom (solanum Sodomeum) is yery contradictory and 
ibso^haent; I bdieve, however, that I can give a very natun^ 
cxpIaBation of 'the phsenomenon^ and that the following remark 
wUlleadtoit; 

> Whilsil was at Karrak, at the house of a Greek curate of the 
town^ I saw a sort of cotton, resembling silk, which he used as 
tinder for his match-lock^ as it could not be employed in making 
cloth. 

. ^ He told tte that it grew in the plains bf el-G6r, to the east of 
the Deftd iSea, on a ttte like*the fig-tree, called aoeschaer. The 
cttttoni'iscoiitained'k) a ^uit resembling the pomegranate ; and by 
making ineisioQS at the root of the tree, a sort of milk is procured, 
which is recommended to barren women,, and is called L^bbin 
Ao^sefaaer. . - ^ 

It has struck me that these fruits, being, as they are, without 
palp, and' which are ufiiknoWvA throughout the rest of Palestine, 
might be the famous apples of Sodom/'') I Appose likewise that 
the tree which produces it, is a sort of fromager (Bombax Linn.) , _ 



very much doubt there being any on the shoteft AfilbitfWAi'hwtJm 
the neighbourhood on the plain of Elgor, and near the surface 
pf Ih9 m^t hfmmi « gi¥4t4#alr«f;na(iye MiipbUrrili uNinAiHiflQps 

pf.tbe«|C©f>U90«p'fl'^.' • -.VA' ■ .-':.. r,'- ..' .') ;.•'.= - vfno 

^ X bad iotepd^d ^ :h«v0 goAe ^diiactly fodm J«rqid^ttrt<i> 
Mount Sinai, and thence to Cairo, but I kneir jw^iirlwthfrtdrit 
first of these roads was practicable or not, as all preceding 
t(pe^)erf ImmI gopt Jo M«H»<it SioM ifrOaJt ^Kgyyptji^PPi <»«<»- 3«ez, 
fixgepli.ivfD trav«Uei9 <<f <qiU tiii^~wfao)i«BKl gniMiiHlber^i^ 
Qf^!A* . B^ing uaabl« to get aiiyr infecmatiott On thi» w^yoaU 
fitl^at Jer«i»<|l«iii; Qrilt ;Bf»ihkheiQ». I w^nt to Heteon^i^i^nr 
Chalil) where I had been led to expect I might uQdeilbaiteitlsr 
journey. For this purpose I was told that I must get a few 
ci|ii)^djB,a^4k prpvifipp^iif4it«f rand.^t)^ i|ew»^#'gMigtPWe, 

4^f. , / • . '•. J-.- , {>;:• ,-, ji •. ; ,•; ..,: -.; ,:. !! uA \--\ '. ■'■ '•'.i 

I was told, likewise, that at the distance of two days journey 
ikod « half from Hebrqu^Xshouki ^dc^asidfi^ibWdiuiAi. of <the 
ancient town of Abde* M:ttmt fo,x.^\\ Ik) i^of ttle;)jo!u(tn«^« 
Ihrough Arabia-Pe|fas«, I 9)tattld'9«9 i»o pMoe.ef hftbitfrlioflikvX 
shouikl faeet with oq^y a few Iri^TQ^oiw^od^iftgwi^ra)^*; ;■. : / .. : 

As this route was very little known, I expected to matekoveriJ 
discoveries in mineralogy, as well as on the animals and vegeta- 
tion of the country, oi^ the m$iona of the 4f sf^t, the raveils^ the 
shrub which produces the balsan^rthe giiim.ftr»bie^ the lop«M^ 
Mount Seir, &fe. ^c. ■■'■ 
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Perhaps this road which passes through the middle of Arabia- 
Petraea, was the ancient commercial road, from Jerusalem to 
£saon-geber, on the eastern arm of the Arabian Gulf. 

Prerious to undertaking this Joumey, I proposed to make a 
second tour round the Dead Sea, in order to examine its situa*- 
tion, nature, &c. and to rectify, by my own experience, the 
absurd and ridiculous reports which monks and credulous travel- 
lers had propagated on this subject But my fates had decided 
otherwise, for, from having been too long exposed to the sun^ 
in completing my astronomical observations, I fell seriously ill, 
and during the space of a fortnight, could think of nothing but 
the means of my recovery. In the interim the favourable moment 
for making the tour of the Dead Sea went by, and I determined 
to defer the journey till after the violent heats« 

I left Jerasalem on the 25th of May, 1806, to go to Jaffa^ 
where I embarked a few days afterwards for St. Jean d'Arc, 
where I now am. 
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NOTES. 



Note A. pageB. 

..■...■■if*:-: ■ • . 

Pemai from w^m, extending to all the country east of the Jordan, but more 
particnlarly to the district reaching from the torrelit Amon, northward to M* 
Galaad, ' Moabltiii aeems'to belong to the coontry clue east of the Dead Seai 
Ammdniti»to the region adjoining'it on the nort)h,tO'which follow^ in succesBion^ 
Galaaditis, Batansea (still preserved in Batinia probably the Qasah of the Scrip* 
tares) and'Aurauitis : The latter separated from the Lake of Tibepas by Gaulonitis 
probably so named from Golun^ the city of , refuge ^.appointed by Mosesj (Deut. 
iv. 4). Trachonitis belongs to the diverging branches of M. Libanus^ between 
Damascus, Cesarea, and M. Hermon, a rough and mountainous country, as the 
AMfcie'iinpdrls.^"' '• '• i i- -•'•« ^^•'•"'' " ' . . ' -i 

The Decapdifl consisted ^of ' Gaihira,' Scytfvopolis, Gerasa, Hippos, Canatbaj 
I*UadWphia> Mla,.CapltoHas, IMum^tt^^ ' 

Hauran in its fe^Iity, the depth of iu soil, completely devoid of stones, and in 
the heat of its atsmosphere^^* bcavs .j^.^mdt[ ves^i|A>lance to £gypt than to 
other parU of Syria. The fertility of course depends on the quantity of rain 
which annually falls tl^ere ;. and various fables are prpptf^ted regarding ^e 
mtiltiplication of grain when sownl There is some authority j however, for believ- 
ing that the wheat yidds 25 tpr l, ^and ^usually attams the height of $J or 6 feet. 
Tlitdist«c^j>r(«iccsVVeat;'lJkW^/Wt(^a^ ' ;;/.. / 

Ladja is possibly a corruption of Laodicea, which was in this neighbourhood, ' ^T^ 

,^ „ .- - Digitized by ^^UOgle 
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_NoteC* jpagclS. 

The foQDtain Phiala, has also heen regarded as the sooree of the Jordan, which 
like most other rivers, has several sources contributing to tonn its str^ab. 
Milton assigns it two. 



-Bsre the ^vl^I^^q^^ itream 



JordMf true Umit casiward. 

# 
The Jordan is known to the modern Syrians, by the name of Nahr-es-Sharii; 
to the Arabian geographers by that of Nahr-el-Arden.^ It is augmented in 
winter, and still more in spring^ t>y tHe snow which dissolves on the adjacent 
mountains ; but its ordinary depth is about 12 English feet. 



Note U. page 21. 



^TboThems^ repwrett by- JMzai^. we ppiifeAl^ EmoiaDs, wo named byitii^ 
Oireel^s fiom tlie Hebrew Gkawm^ ' IliberiM adcoidag to B'Anville fiMniSU 
J^^m^ was .b,mlton the sito^^ Giaasalih^ and; reociyod stanasieirott Tibcnn^ 
Sftn of Herod Aiitj|^» . 

I \_ '^pte'M, pagefi$. ^ 

Seetzen having ascertained that the Shariat-Manadra does not.4<WilitO:tlMi 
I«ake of Tiherifts,; )>uf into; the Jox^fff^ it ^9nifi cf^tam tllMM^ Qam^jii-TOist, have 
ieen to the northward of the meri^^u;ir.&SrJo!nph^fu4p(lys>p^t^^^ 
the seige, mentions that it was near the bottom of the lake, and opposite to 
Tarichsea, and as Seetzen says, that Phik was near the middle of the lake— it 
appears more probable that £ltit fbfvdd .tie Ae incient Hippos, rather than 
Gamala. 

These surmises of M; S^tzen, relative to ^'e Ppftitibn of the ancient towii9> w^ 
jkseryiagbffurthje'rii^veatigatipnJ . . . / . ' , r 

In all the former m^ps, fek^wf;^ V ]j^|^<j)i^ lfke,p(,,yfWwwr 

tbantbesitui^tipiiofM'kes^ \ . • ,;^, 
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KOTES« 3 

St. Marki (c. 5, ▼. !•) and St Uke, (c. 8^ v. 46.) also describing the miraculous 
"tute of the dsemoniacj by our Saviour, as soon as he landed in the country of tlie 
Gadarenes, represent the people as coming immediately out of the city to see what 
was done, whereby it appears to have been very near the lake. St. Matthew, 
<c. 8^ T. 28,) relates the same story as having happened in the country of the 
Gergesenes, and to reconcile the two accounts, many persons have supposed that 
the neighbouring town bore thenameof Gadara, and the district that of the Gerge- 
senes— which may possibly be the sole reason for the position of Gadara in all our 
former maps. It is, however, equally reconcileable to the accounts of the Evan- 
gelists, to suppose that Gergesa, was the name of the place near the lake, and 
Gadaris, that of the district ; the principal town of which called Gadara, might 
have been at a considerable distance. Josephusj^ speaking of Galilee, b. S, c. S. 
says, w(o^ it h ivnvii «»» Taiet^i^ aTTortfunrat shewing that a district bore that name. 

With reiiqpect to the important, ruinfl of Jerrasch, (nientioned page 32) which 
Seetzen supposes to have been Gerasa^ much further information is greatly ta be 
desired. 

]!>'AnvilIe follov^ing many other geographers, has placed Gerasa far to the 
north-east of the lake of Tiberias; but several circumstances induce a belief that in 
the neighbourhood of where Seetzen found these ruins^ a town called Gerasa 
formerly existed. 

Josephus (b. 2, p. 18) speaks of Gerasa as near to Pella and Seythopolis ; and 
in describing Persea, (b. 3, c. 3.) he says it reached from Maehserus to Pella, 
having the latter city in its northermosi point* He adds, also, m» rt^«at>K «Mro7tfi»fl«« 
atill indicating that Gerasa and Pella were near together. 

Cellariuaand others, to reconcile perhaps these differences, have supposed two • 
places of this name* After placing one in the Baunsea, he adds^ Urbem 
Gerasam, abAmmiano laudatam, in his oris |>o«^ Bqtaneam Hieronymus locat, 
quasi eandem quae Gerasenorum civitas dicitur, juncta monti Galaad* Et ipse 
(de Heb. loc.) Arabise urbem insignem vocat. Sic aliam oporM banc esse a 
I'lolemaei Gcrasn^ Philadelphia quidem non videtur bngius abfuisse, 8cc. 
' * Gerasa is mentioned by Gibbon^ as one of the walled towns to which the Greeks 
retired for protection from the Saracens, but its position is not at all ascertained* 

It certainly appears strange that Seetzen passing so near to the situation of 
Pella should have heard nothing of that tpwn, and it has been surmised that these 
very ruins of Jerrasch, inight hay^ belonged to it.. P^lla was of consider aUd 
importance in the Decapolis, and is meptioned very frequently by .Josephus, by 
Jerome, and many other old writers. To that^ place, >fter tlie de^truclfiorfi o^ 
'Jerusalem, theKazarenes retired j (Egfjety 1. ?,q. 5,--I*e CJJeic Hist.iecci p;605i) 
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solitacte and ohspiuity.'' Tbo JBiahiip imdib^ Cliiuplujf PeHftWl n fag d.Ac .iUl^ 
pf Jerusalem* •• j * 

That ith^ rmRs4i9<^7^i^^ b^^^etera* Rere^ear to the aitvaliA of iPtDa ^ 
€videQi» frpm the foroifir i^atMi passage of Josephjid^b* S»'c.>54 hat the^fwa^ 
aeat name of Jermh lead^ so AatujraU/ to 6eiB»i^ that it is iwuUj, yMsibljr t» 
attend to an j otlier pot^taux^* 

Note G. pege 36. 

Tha -Ctet liere meationed by Seetaea^ Is pi^pbabty true, that no traces ie» 
«iain nf the twenty cities^coaqaered' by J^phtha; but having advaDced so shoit 
«*«Miy into the couotry of Anunon, onr journalist was not in a sitaatioiL to 
iratiff what he assets. TheTcrse be quotes (Jad^. it. 59.) runs Aoi— '^ Aq4 
d^piiti^ffnote theni:<tbe children of Ammon) from Aroer even till thou come to 
Minnith, even twenty cities^ and unto the plain of the vineyardsj with n rerjf 
f^eat slaughter^*' &c. 

Now Aroer was on Ae baal: of the river Arnon, and at a considerable distance 
laaoi AuMBoa^ or Philade{pbta<see Jt>sh. 13—99 ro^ 18) and since also Seetzen 
knew not the direction towards Minnith, he knew not where to lok>k for (be twenty 

Dtfie9. 

It may sot have be impertiiient to rtt^aewt the reafder to torn to the 1 3th chapter 
of Joshua, wiiarefae will find the eonntry described that waa^ allotted to the two 
tribes and a half beyond J'ordan. He may possibly be surprised tb see how ntany 
placea are them named, of which tracas and memorials, according to H. Seetxen^ 
are, even at diis reaMie period, to be found. 

Note B. page $9. 

A species of Asdepias, probably the Asclepias-Gigantea. The remark of M* 
Seetzan is corroborated by a traveller^ who passed a long time in situations 
where this plant is very abundant. The same idea occurred to him when he 
first saw it ki 179^, though he did not then know that it existed near the Lake 
Asphaltites* The umbella, somewhat like a bladder, containing from half a pint 
to a pint, ia of the same colour with die leaves, a bright green, and may be mistaken 
for an inviting fruity without much stretch of imagination. That, as well as the 
other parts, when green, being cat or pressed, yields a milky juice, of a very acrid 
But in winier^ when dry^ it contams a yellowish dust^ in appearance re- 
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K0TE8. 5 

«em1>liiig eertaia ftiogii eommoa in Sooth Britala; but of pungent qnality, and 
Mid to be particularly injurioutf to the eyes. The whole so nearly corresponds witb, 
the description gi^en by SohQU8(PoIyhi8tor)| Josephus, and others ofthePoma 
Sodoin«j allowance being made for their ejctravagant exaggerations, as to leave 
little doubt on the subject* 

The same plant is to be seen on the sandy borders of the Nile, above the first 
cataracts^ the only vegetable production of that barren tract. It is about throe 
feet in beight, and the fruit exactly answering the above description, &c* 

The downy substance fonnd within the stem, is of too short staple probably* 
for any manufacture, for which its silky delicate texture^ and clear whitenesa 
wight oherwise be suitable* 
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